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Rhetoric 1040: College Writing and Reading 
The University of Iowa
The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
[bookmark: _Hlk198292395]Fall 2025

Department of Rhetoric https://rhetoric.uiowa.edu/
Course meeting time and place 
Enter time and location
Instructor
Enter instructor’s name
	Email
	Enter email address
Office location and student hours
Enter building and room number

Select a minimum of 3 hours/week. Define these hours in a way that helps students to understand their purpose and understand that you can meet with them at other times if they have a conflict with your drop-in hours. Note: instructors may choose the modality of student drop-in hours, keeping in mind that in-person courses must have some in-person hours.
Course Supervisor
For courses that have a course supervisor, enter course supervisor’s name and email
Departmental Executive Officer (DEO)/Department Chair 
Dr. Cinda Coggins-Mosher ; sarah-coggins@uiowa.edu

Drop Deadline for this Course
The final day to add Rhetoric or switch to another section is the first Friday of the semester at 4:30 p.m. The Rhetoric Department does not make exceptions to this policy. You may drop an individual course before the drop deadline; after this deadline you will need collegiate approval. When you drop a course, a “W” will appear on your transcript. The mark of “W” is a neutral mark that does not affect your GPA. To discuss how dropping (or staying in) a course might affect your academic goals, please contact your Academic Advisor. Directions for adding or dropping a course and other registration changes can be found on the Registrar’s website. Undergraduate students can find policies on dropping CLAS courses here. 

Class Size Caps
To ensure the highest quality of individualized instruction and because of our small classroom capacities, Rhetoric sections cap at a maximum of 20 students. We do not make exceptions to this policy and cannot add students beyond this 20-student limit.

UI Email
Students are responsible for all official correspondences sent to their UI email address (uiowa.edu) and must use this address for any communication with instructors or staff in the UI community. For the privacy and the protection of student records, UI faculty and staff can only correspond with UI email addresses.

Description of Course
Rhetoric 1040 (Rhetoric: College Writing and Reading) emphasizes writing skills and consists of scaffolded, formal writing assignments in addition to informal reading, writing, speaking, and listening assignments.
Provide additional information based on your particular section aims/philosophies.

Learning Outcomes 
1. Students will be able to analyze arguments across media, assessing their structure and persuasiveness.
2. Students will be able to research and articulate multiple perspectives within controversies.
3. Students will be able to advocate their own informed positions within controversies using basic rhetorical concepts and college-level writing and communication skills.
4. Students will be able to demonstrate familiarity with the uses and ethics of information literacy, including artificial intelligence (AI)

Textbooks/Materials
The required textbook(s) for this course are: 
Include title, author, publisher, year, ISBN, and where to find/how to access course materials (bookstore(s), ICON Direct, etc.)

Course ICON site
To access the course site, log into Iowa Courses Online (ICON) using your Hawk ID and password.

Grading System
Grades will be determined along the University’s A-F grade scale (see below), with A as the highest possible grade. Course grades depend mainly on a series of major writing assignments. The rest of your grade depends on other activities such as informal essays or speaking tasks, responses to assigned readings, peer response workshops, focused exercises, and other class participation. You must complete all major assignments satisfactorily (grade of D- or higher) to receive a passing grade in the course, but this is not the only requirement you must satisfy in order to pass. There is no final examination in this course.

Grades will be awarded based on the following ranges: 
A 	              	B 		    C 	              	D 		F
  	   		B+ 87-89	C+ 77-79	D+  67-69	F 59 and below
A   	93-100	B   84-86	C   74-76	D    64-66
A-	90-92		B- 80-83	C- 70-73	D-  60-63

Course Grades 
Include in the syllabus: The basic types and number of assignments to be completed and a breakdown of how much each one contributes to the final grade for the course. You should also include the deadlines for assignments (here or in the calendar) and any late work policies, including how late work affects grades.

[bookmark: _Hlk197597197]Provide to students somewhere but not required in the syllabus: Detailed information about assignments, including your expectations for student work. This information could be included in the syllabus but does not have to be. Alternately, it could be provided in a separate document or documents or built into your ICON site, if you wish to keep the syllabus shorter/less detailed.

End-of-Semester Deadlines
All work for the course must be turned in by the last week of classes to give instructors time to grade it and to honor instructors’ legal work contracts. As per CLAS guidelines, no late work will be accepted after final grades are turned in. Grades of Incomplete are not awarded.

Attendance
Describe all attendance/absence policies in detail, including how they affect policies on late work (if they do).
You are expected to come to class. The rhetoric classroom is an environment based around the process of formulating and sharing ideas and the progressive development of writing and speaking best practices and the skills of analytical and critical thinking and argumentation. Because of the highly participatory and individual nature of this class, you may, in absence, miss important peer contributions, group work, or other activities that cannot be reproduced outside of the scheduled class time and which may, therefore, adversely affect the quality of your work and its assessment. Similarly, you may also miss important verbal announcements concerning the completion of assignments, changes to the syllabus, or other plans crucial to coursework for which you will remain responsible.

Accommodations
Include language welcoming students to initiate conversations ; explain that a conversation is needed about what constitutes a reasonable accommodation in each specific circumstance.

Other Expectations of Student Performance 
Optional: your own guidelines for class participation, respect for other students’ opinions, distractions and the use of technology in class, etc. 

Student Complaints 
Students with a complaint about a grade or a related matter should first discuss the situation with the instructor, followed by the course supervisor (if applicable), and finally with the DEO (Chair) of the department. Sometimes students will be referred to the department or program’s Director of Undergraduate Studies (DUS) or Director of Graduate Studies (DGS). Undergraduate students should contact CLAS Undergraduate Programs for support when the matter is not resolved at the previous level.

Academic Honesty and Misconduct
All students in CLAS courses are expected to abide by the college’s standards of academic honesty. Undergraduate academic misconduct must be reported by instructors to CLAS according to these procedures. 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) Policy
No matter what your policy is on the use of AI in/for your course, it is important to articulate it clearly and specifically to students. It is likely that students are navigating multiple AI policies across their various courses, so we should not assume that they already know what is and is not allowed in all cases. Note: what you do or do not allow might also shift on an assignment-to-assignment basis. 

Student Support Resources and Related Policies
Academic Support for this Course
The Rhetoric Department provides free, individualized instruction and assistance with writing, public speaking, multimodal composition, and other skills supporting student success. These services can both aid in the transition to university-level scholarship and promote excellence by providing individualized feedback and guidance to all University of Iowa students, staff, and faculty wishing to improve and practice important academic and career skills.

The Writing Center offers suggestions and feedback on all sorts of writing tasks, including course papers, articles intended for publication, theses and dissertations, and multimedia projects. The Writing Center is also happy to provide feedback on speeches and assist in the process of creating and delivering any of your oral communication tasks.
110 English Philosophy Building
(319) 335-0188
writing-center@uiowa.edu
http://writingcenter.uiowa.edu

The Student Center is both a place for students to study, relax between classes, work on group projects, check email, etc, while also being staffed by peer tutors with journalism and mass communication backgrounds who are available to help you with any number of communicative and technological tasks (podcasting, video essays, etc). 
E350 Adler Journalism Building
jacob-mayer@uiowa.edu
https://journalism.uiowa.edu/student-support/student-center

The University of Iowa Libraries, in collaboration with the Department of Rhetoric, offer support to help students become better researchers, including one-on-one meetings with librarians. One 30-minute meeting can help students: locate reliable resources; develop and revise research topics; learn how to search library databases, and more. To schedule an appointment or learn about drop-in services: www.lib.uiowa.edu/research/consultations.  It also houses resources such as The Perch (https://guides.lib.uiowa.edu/theperch), featuring a curated collection of current newspapers, literary journals, and magazines of news, commentary, and opinion that may prove especially helpful for Rhetoric students) and the One Button Studio ( https://www.lib.uiowa.edu/onebuttonstudio/ ) a user-friendly way for capturing high-quality video and audio.

Additional University Policies
The following University policies have been written by the Provost’s Office and are in effect for this course: https://provost.uiowa.edu/student-course-policies. 
(These include: Free Speech and Expression, Accommodations for Students with Disabilities, Non-Discrimination Statement, Classroom Expectations, Class Recordings, Absences from Class, Absences for Military Service Obligations, Absences for Religious Holy Days, Sexual Harassment/Sexual Misconduct and Supportive Measures, and resources to aid in Conflict Resolution, Mental Health, and Basic Needs and Student Support).

The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences (CLAS) is the home of this course, and CLAS governs the add and drop deadlines, academic misconduct policies, and other undergraduate policies and procedures. Other UI colleges may have different policies.

Calendar of Course Assignments and Exams
[bookmark: _Hlk197597164]Include a brief calendar, providing a big-picture overview of the course topics or general themes of each week or unit. Include deadlines for assignments/dates of exams, and note any unusual days (e.g. a day the course is not meeting due to a holiday).

Fall 2025 Calendar:
Week 1: Monday, August 25, Opening of Classes
Week 2: No Classes on Monday, Sept 1 in Observance of Labor Day
Week 3: Monday, Sept 8
Week 4: Monday, Sept 15
Week 5: Monday, Sept 22
Week 6: Monday, Sept 29
Week 7: Monday, Oct 6
Week 8: Monday, Oct 13
Week 9: Monday, Oct 20
Week 10: Monday, Oct 27
Week 11: Monday, Nov 3
Week 12: Monday, Nov 10
Week 13: Monday, Nov 17
Fall Break Nov 23-30th
Week 14: Monday, Dec 1
Week 15: Monday, Dec 8 
Friday, December 12, Close of Classes, Deadline for All Work in Rhetoric
Finals Week: Monday, Dec 15 There is no final exam in Rhetoric, as it is a skills course. Good luck on the finals of your content courses, and remember that all work in Rhetoric must be submitted by the end of the last week of classes (Dec 12). 
